
THE DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE 
Titus 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: 

Study 38 
APPEARANCE 

Tonight we will discuss APPEARANCE as it is taught in the Scriptures. 
 

1) MAN CAN ONLY LOOK ON OUR OUTWARD APPEARANCE BUT NOT OUR 
HEART LIKE GOD CAN. 
1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; 
because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appear-
ance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. 
 

This doesn’t mean that the outward appearance doesn’t matter.  On the contrary!  It matters a 
great deal because man can only see our outward appearance.  Many believe all that matters is 
our heart but that is simply not a biblical teaching as we will see in this study. 
 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. 
 

2) WE SHOULD NEVER JUDGE ACCORDING TO APPEARANCE ONLY BUT WE 
SHOULD JUDGE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. 
John 7:24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. 
 

For one to judge based on appearance and not according to facts and truth is not good.  We can 
make many a mistake by judging without righteousness! 
 

3) MANY MAKE THE MISTAKE OF GLORYING IN APPEARANCE ONLY WHILE 
NEGLECTING THE CONDITION OF THE HEART. 
2 Corinthians 5:12 ¶ For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our 
behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart. 
 

Many look the part but their heart is not right with God.  The heart of a man is the most im-
portant part of man.  If we focus our attention on the condition of our heart, our outward ap-
pearance will fall in line.  The outward appearance often reflects the condition of the heart but 
some have learned to look right outwardly without being right inwardly! 
 

Matthew 7:15 ¶ Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are raven-
ing wolves. 
 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
 

Matthew 23:25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and 
of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 
 26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be 
clean also. 
 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed ap-
pear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 
 28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 
 

4) MAKE SURE YOU ABSTAIN FROM ALL APPEARANCE OF EVIL. 
1 Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
 

You should never want your appearance to be worldly or of the devil! 
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5) GOD’S WORD ADDRESSES OUR COUNTENANCE. 
Genesis 4:5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his counte-
nance fell. 
 6 ¶ And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 
 7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee 
shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 
 

Genesis 31:2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before. 
 

1 Samuel 1:18 And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. So the woman went her way, and did 
eat, and her countenance was no more sad. 
 

1 Samuel 16:12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, 
and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 
 

1 Samuel 25:3 Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman 
of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and 
he was of the house of Caleb. 
 

Psalm 10:4 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his 
thoughts. 
 

Proverbs 15:13 ¶ A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is bro-
ken. 
 

Proverbs 21:29 ¶ A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the upright, he directeth his way. 
 

Proverbs 27:17 ¶ Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 
 

Matthew 6:16 ¶ Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure 
their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 
 17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 
 18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth 
in secret, shall reward thee openly. 
 

6) GOD’S WORD ADDRESSES OUR HAIR. 
1 Corinthians 11:3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the wom-
an is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 
 4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head. 
 5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is 
even all one as if she were shaven. 
 6 For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or 
shaven, let her be covered. 
 7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the wom-
an is the glory of the man. 
 8 For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man. 
 9  Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man. 
 10 For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels. 
 11 Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord. 
 12 For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things of God. 
 13 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered? 
 14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? 
 15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering. 
 

It is crystal clear from this passage that Jesus could not have had long hair.  Our hair is sup-
posed to reflect our gender. 
 

Revelation 9:7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads 
were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 
 8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 
 

Leviticus 19:27 Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard. 
  
 



7) GOD’S WORD ADDRESSES OUR CLOTHING. 
Deuternomy 22:5 ¶ The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a 
woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God. 
Exodus 28:40 ¶ And for Aaron's sons thou shalt make coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, and bon-
nets shalt thou make for them, for glory and for beauty. 
 41 And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint them, and conse-
crate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office. 
 42 And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover their nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs they 
shall reach: 
 43 And they shall be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congrega-
tion, or when they come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and die: it 
shall be a statute for ever unto him and his seed after him. 
 

Isaiah 47:1 ¶ Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the ground: there is no 
throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. 
 2 Take the millstones, and grind meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the 
rivers. 
 3 Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: I will take vengeance, and I will not meet 
thee as a man. 
 

Proverbs 7:10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart. 
 

1 Timothy 2:9 ¶ In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness 
and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 
 10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. 
 

1 Peter 3:3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or 
of putting on of apparel; 
 4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 
 

Esther 8:15 ¶ And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and 
with a great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple: and the city of Shushan rejoiced and 
was glad. 
 

Genesis 41:14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he 
shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. 
 

Some biblical guidelines concerning the clothes we wear. 
 

 A) Clothing should be gender specific- ladies’ or men's clothing. 
 

 B) Clothing should be modest and covering our nakedness. 
 

 C) We should dress up for appropriate occasions. 
 

 D) We should never be revealing or tempting in a sensual way with our clothing. 
 

 E) We should not be more concerned with fancy clothing but rather with being godly. 
 

8) GOD’S WORD ADDRESSES OUR BODIES. 
1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 
 

Romans 12:1 ¶ I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:16 ¶ Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are. 
 

Leviticus 19:28 Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am 
the LORD. 



9) IT IS WRONG FOR CHRISTIANS TO CONFORM TO THE WORLD IN DIRECT 
CONTRADICTION TO SCRIPTURE IN OUR APPEARANCE. 
Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 

Exodus 23:2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a cause to decline after 
many to wrest judgment: 
 

Leviticus 18:26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these 
abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you: 
 27 (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before you, and the land is de-
filed;) 
 28 That the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it spued out the nations that were before you. 
 29 For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit them shall be cut off 
from among their people. 
 30 Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these abominable customs, which 
were committed before you, and that ye defile not yourselves therein: I am the LORD your God. 
 

Deuteronomy 18:9 ¶ When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not 
learn to do after the abominations of those nations. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:18 ¶ Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let 
him become a fool, that he may be wise. 
 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness. 
 20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. 
 

Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
 

Ephesians 4:17 ¶ This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
 18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
 19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with 
greediness. 
 

10) THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF OUR LIVES IS THAT WE SHOULD FEAR 
THE LORD ABOVE ALL ELSE. 
Proverbs 31:30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be 
praised. 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 ¶ Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man. 
 14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil. 
 

Job 28:28 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is un-
derstanding. 
 

Psalm 111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do 
his commandments: his praise endureth for ever. 
 

Proverbs 1:7 ¶ The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 

Proverbs 1:29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: 
 30 They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. 
 31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. 
 32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 
 33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil. 
 

Acts 9:31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. 


